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TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS STATEMENT 
 
 I have been involved in university level teaching instructions in the U.S. for the past five years. 
I have taught at Big ten public universities in various capacities; as a teaching instructor, co-instructor, 
lead teaching instructor and instructor of record. Based on my effective teaching feedback and 
classroom interaction, I have been invited to conduct communication workshops and mentored 
graduate instructors at the University of Maryland and the CIRTL Network (Center for the Integration 
of Research, Teaching and Learning: A network of 43 universities in the U.S). I was selected by the 
teaching and learning center at the University of Maryland to serve as a teaching mentor to two 
international graduate teaching assistants.  
 To demonstrate my teaching effectiveness, I am sharing my teaching evaluations, mentor 
evaluations or classroom observations, professional contributions, and a list of activities that I have 
undertaken to improve teaching effectiveness.  

TEACHING EVALUATIONS 

Student Evaluation 
 

    At the end of each semester, the University of Maryland conducts course evaluations, which 

includes both quantitative and qualitative questions (see page 6 for summary statistics). In addition, I 

conduct customized evaluations for my courses, which students can specifically discuss the aspects of 

the course material. Results from both these evaluations, personal emails and thank you notes from 

students indicate that they have not only understood the concepts but those can be applicable in their 

future endeavor. For example, “I can use the skills we learned in your section for future classes, 

internships and job opportunities. You made the course and engaging and interesting and sparked my 

interest in a topic I previously knew nothing about” (Media Literacy); “Overall, a good TA that wants 

you to apply your knowledge, not just reiterate what was said in class.” (Media Literacy) See page 8 

for more student comments.  

     My students have also appreciated my passion for the profession and help them to understand 

basic concepts. For example, “Her preparation for class and her going through the power points and 

expectations for a certain task”; “Her presentation slides and examples were very helpful”; “The way 

she always promptly and effectively answered questions.” 

   

Mentor Evaluation 
 

       I have consistently made an effort to improve my teaching by inviting senior faculty to 

classroom observation at the University of Maryland; Salzburg Media Academy and Rutgers 

University. I invited Prof. Carl Stepp at University of Maryland, to observe my teaching of the same 

course that he has been teaching for many years. At the Salzburg Global Media Academy, Prof. 

Clement So observed my classroom instruction with international students representing more than 10 

nationalities. In the past at Rutgers University, I had invited Prof. Mokros, the Associate Dean of 

Academics of the School Communication and Information to observe my classroom instruction.  
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Prof. Stepp, Prof. So and Prof. Mokros have commended my presentation skills, effective engagement 

with students and answering their queries in class discussion.  

Reflection on Evaluation 
        
      The varied evaluations have helped me tremendously to become more reflective in my 
teaching process. Most of my evaluations have been positive, however some evaluations have 
provided constructive criticism on the readings and assignments. I believe there can be no end to 
learning and I take these constructive criticisms to learn to improve my course content. 

PROFESSIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
  
 I have consistently engaged and contributed to the pedagogy of college level instructions. I 
have been specifically involved with international instructors and provided effective workshops and 
peer mentoring on interaction and engagement with students.  
 
Facilitator & Speaker for workshop on Expectations and Challenges for International Teaching 
Assistants in the U.S., at Graduate Student Teaching Orientation, University of Maryland, August 
2016: I facilitated a workshop session for international graduate students who want to learn more 
about American education system and culture. Along with a co-facilitator, we focused on practical 
tips and advice on topics such as overcoming language barriers and culture shock. 
 
Speaker, Q&A Discussion Panel for Instructors of Record, .at Graduate Student Teaching 
Orientation, University of Maryland, August 2016: I participated in a discussion panel for 
autonomous instructors of record to discuss how to establish expectations, navigate policies, and 
balance teaching with coursework.  
 
International Teaching Fellow Mentor, the Center for Teaching Excellence, University of Maryland, 
2014:  I have also served as an International Teaching Mentor (TLTC) to two international teaching 
assistants at University of Maryland to help them navigate the challenges faced by foreign students. I 
have also facilitated workshops for international teaching assistants and instructors. As a late entrant 
to academia I had to hone my skills as an instructor the difficult way. This has inspired me to 
continuously serve and share my experiences with my peers 
 
Lily International Spring Conference on college and University Teaching, May 2014:  I co-presented 
with a colleague on Assessing Student Class Participation in journalism.  

ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 

 Attending workshops and orientations: 

o Summer Institute Technology, UMD Women Studies (2014) -- Interacting with 

instructors and professors enhanced my understanding of engaging with students. 
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o Lily International Spring Conference on college and University Teaching, May 2014  

 

 Completing credited courses on teaching: 

o I attended a 1-credit learning assessment course Professional Development Seminar: 

Learning Outcomes Assessment (ARHU788A) to enhance my understanding of student 

learning. The exchange of ideas and reading Linda Suskie's, “Assessing Student 

Learning: A Common Sense Guide,” among other readings enhanced my teaching 

proficiency. As a class, we also discussed how to improve student engagement and 

control technological distraction in class. At the end of this seminar, I successfully 

developed an engagement framework with my colleague for the Lily International 

Spring Conference on college and university teaching and learning.  
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REFLECTIONS AND FUTURE GOALS 

 
I joined academe after many years of professional experience to share my professional 

experiences and emerging scholarship with the future cohort. In the past five years, I have served 
many times as a TA and as an instructor of record.  I have had an enriching experience engaging with 
young minds interested to become a part of the journalism and communication profession. I learn 
from my students as much as they learn from me.  
 

The most important aspect of teaching for me is to create future professionals, who can 
dispassionately contribute to public life. The most important things I can support and help a student 
is to understand the dynamics of newsroom, analyze the situation and work on their writing skills.   
 

I want to share my skills and experiences with maximum number of students and my future 
goal is to keep teaching and learning newer skills to accomplish my goals as an instructor.   
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UNIVERSITY EVALUATION 
 

 

 

Journalism History (2015-16) 
 

Scale is Strongly Disagree (0) to Strongly Agree (4) with a Neutral mid-point 

 

 

 Course 

Mean 

Department 

(JOUR-

Philip 

Merrill 

College of 

Journalism) 

Mean 

College 

(JOUR) 

Mean 

College 

(JOUR) 

Mean 

The 

instructor 

treated 

students 

with 

respect. 

3.25 3.52 3.52 3.52 

The 

instructor 

was well-

prepared 

for class. 

3.54 3.45 3.45 3.59 

Overall, 

this 

instructor 

was an 

effective 

teacher. 

3.38 3.31 3.31 3.43 

Overall 3.39 3.43 3.43 3.51 
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Media Literacy (2013-14) 

 

 

Scale is Strongly Disagree (0) to Strongly Agree (4) with a Neutral mid-point 

 

 

 

 Strongly 

Disagree

 % 

Disagree 

% 

% Agree

 % 

Strongly 

Agree 

% 

Neutral 

% 

Mean 

The 

teaching 

assistant 

(TA) 

treated 

students 

with 

respect 

0 0 38 62 0 3.57 

The 

teaching 

assistant 

(TA) was 

well-

prepared 

for class. 

0 0 38 57 0 3.23 

Overall, 

this 

teaching 

assistant 

(TA) was 

an effective 

teacher. 

0 0 29 52 14 2.95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        Pallavi Guha                              Teaching Portfolio                           pguha@umd.edu 
 
 

 
 

8 

STUDENT COMMENTS 
Journalism History (2015-16) 
 

 Professor was very accessible and the class was very interactive. 

 The powerpoints and videos that further explained a concept or term. 

 Learning about the world of journalists and the regulations/laws the country has on media, 
etc 

 The videos and how it connected to the class. 

 The multi-media tie-ins of the lecture, the stimulating discussions, the historical figure 
discussions. 

 The Media participation project. 

 I liked that discussion questions were used to incentivise the readings, even if the readings 
themselves were mediocre, and the professor used these questions at the end of lecture. 

 I especially liked the media participation project and the group projects. 

 I enjoyed learning through videos shown in powerpoints and seeing journalism expand over 
decades. 

 The different assignments and parts of lecture kept things from getting old and boring 

 I enjoyed the lectures, they were very informative. I also liked when videos were incorporated 
because they were entertaining, yet relative to the course. 

 The best aspects of this course were the biographies read, activities such as media 
participation project, and history learned from journalism. 

 Media Participation Project. 

 Videos to supplement the lectures most classes 

 Discussions 

 Back | Top of Page 

 What aspects of this course need attention? Be specific. 

 Comment 

 Just some clarification on projects and papers. 

 N/A 

 Perhaps the heavy focus on one of the books Hanson as much. 

 Nothing comes to mind. 

 As I mentioned before, I would prefer a more holistic look at the field of journalism with a 
strong guiding narrative. If this were an academic paper, it would get a C- for not being well 
organized. 

 Nothing. 

 Have ways for the class to get more involved in discussion and talking with each other 

 I think that it would be more helpful to do more in-depth revision before exams. 

 While everything my professor did was relevant to the course, I do think my TA's news quizzes 
were very vague and could have done a better job in constructing them. 

 The readings, they were very boring. 

 News quizzes felt too broad, I feel like it should focus on only a few news sources 
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Media Literacy (2013-14) 
 

 Pallavi was a great TA 

 For the material she had, Pallavi Guha tried hard to get it across to us. She always valued 
our opinions, and got us engaged in group discussions, and was very fair in grading our 
responses. 

 Pallavi was nice, generous, and took the students concerns into consideration. She was 
very helpful throughout the course. 

 so sweet, fair grader! 

 Really liked how she was always able to accommodate my crazy travel schedule as a 
student-athlete. Sometimes she would drag on the discussion, needed to find different 
methods to get us to participate in class. Overall, very sweet and respectful. 

 She occasionally ran close to the end of class with longer in class assignments, but was a 
very fair grader and appreciates participation. 

 Pallavi Guha was an excellent TA. She always made sure that everyone understood the 
material and would always help us if we didn't. 
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CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS 

 Prof. Carl Stepp 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PHILIP MERRILL COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM 

 
1100 Knight Hall  
7765 Alumni Drive 
College Park, Maryland 20742-8227 
Undergraduate Services            301-405-2399  
Graduate Services                     301-405-2380 
FAX                                         301-314-9166 
www.merrill.umd.edu 

 
September 2017 

 

Dear colleagues: 

 

 This letter is intended to provide a description and brief critique of the teaching effectiveness of 

Pallavi Guha, based on talks with her, student reactions, and a classroom observation. 

 

 In short, my judgment is that Ms. Guha is a well-prepared, well-informed, energetic, creative 

instructor who knows her material, interacts comfortably with students, and guides them through an 

organized and focused discussion. 

 

 The class I observed is journalism history, a course I myself teach and a bit of a challenge for 

keeping students engaged. 

 

 Ms. Guha succeeded for several reasons: She required students to submit discussion questions 

in advance; she engaged them with questions and dialogue; she provided time for small-group 

activities; she invited students to the front for comments and insight. I was very impressed that she 

knew every student’s name in a group of about 25.  

 

 She clearly had a plan for the day and a relevant, interesting set of slides and visual aids, 

including a well-chosen video. Through questions and interaction, she led students to her main points, 

rather than simply lecturing or listing them herself. The pace never seemed tedious. 

 

 Her presentation was clear. She also moved around the classroom, maintaining contact with 

students on both sides and in the front and back.  

 

 To be honest, I had planned to spend a half hour or so in the class and then excuse myself, but I 

found the material and her techniques so engaging that I stayed until she was done.  

 

 Overall, I would offer a positive assessment of Ms. Guha’s effectiveness as a teacher. In my 

judgment, she is already an experienced and effective instructor who shows every indication of 

becoming better and better as she goes. I would not hesitate at this point to recommend her as a 

http://www.merrill.umd.edu/
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classroom instructor of high ability. 

 

 Thank you and best wishes. Feel free to contact me if you need anything further. 

 

 

Carl Sessions Stepp, Professor 

cstepp@umd.edu 

301-405-2428 

 
  

mailto:cstepp@umd.edu
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Prof. Clement So:  
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8 September 2017 

 
Recommendation Letter for Ms. Pallavi Guha 

 

I write to give testimony and recommendation about Ms. Pallavi Guha regarding her 

application for a faculty position at your university. 

I met Pallavi in the summer of 2017 when we both joined the three-week program hosted 

by the Salzburg Media Academy. The program, with a theme of "Voices against 

Extremism: Media Responses to Global Populism" this year, had more than a dozen of 

faculty members and 83 students from 25 different countries. 

During the three-week program, the faculty and students were divided into small groups, 

and Pallavi and I were in the same group with 16 people. I was one of the two faculty 

members and Pallavi served as one of the two teaching assistants in the group. Her task 

was to help the undergraduate students in their group work, prepare a literature review 

and facilitate the discussions. 

I was able to work closely with Pallavi and observe how she handled her different tasks. 

She was consistently excellent in her work, including her guidance given to the students, 

her summary of the relevant research literature, her useful comments and other 

contributions to the group projects. I was very impressed by her and found out later that 

she worked as a journalist for some major news organizations. That explains why she is so 

mature, knowledgeable and immensely capable. 

On the personal level, Pallavi has a very nice personality. She is friendly, easy to work with, 

positive, and kind. I cannot say much about her research interests and past academic works. 

But judging from what I have experienced, I am very confident that she will be a valuable 

addition to your faculty as a young, up-and-coming scholar. I sincerely recommend her to  you  

without hesitation. 

Best regards, 
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� . 
School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong 

 

 
Clement Y. K. So, PhD 

Professor and former Director, School of Journalism & Communication 

Associate Dean, Faculty of Social Science 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 

 
•�•w�rn•��%*••�w•m•� 

'ii!� Tel · 3943 7680   I   1'� Fax : 2603 5007   I   'i!!tllJ:tHJ!: E-mail : com@cuhk.edu.hk   I   �!JI: website : http: 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:com@cuhk.edu.hk
http://www.com.cuhk.edu.hk/
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Classroom observation at Rutgers 1: 
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